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A Glimpse of the Way Forward

William J. Dobson
For all the concern over authoritarianism’s advance, the competence of gover-
nance may be what determines the next chapter in the struggle between democ-
racy and dictatorship.

The Enduring Vulnerability of Liberal Democracy

William A. Galston
Liberal democracy has drawn its share of false indictments. But like any form
of government, it has genuine weaknesses that can at best be managed. How
well liberals navigate these inherent tensions may help determine the future of
freedom.

China’s Pandemic Power Play

Nadége Rolland
President Xi Jinping and the Chinese Communist Party are taking advantage
of the coronavirus pandemic to seize new ground and promote China’s global
influence. But their assertive, strong-arm tactics are born from fear and restless
insecurity.

Authoritarian Survival
I. Why Maduro Hasn’t Fallen
Javier Corrales
His regime has hung onto power despite setbacks that would have toppled
most democratic governments. Beside pure repression, Maduro has devel-
oped new autocratic tools that have kept Venezuela’s authoritarian state
afloat.

II. Iran’s Republic of Repression
Misagh Parsa
The Islamic Republic is in a volatile, even prerevolutionary situation,
hammered by foreign opposition and sanctions from the outside, and the
disillusionment and discontent of its own people from within. But a cata-
lyst needs to appear.

The Future of Nonviolent Resistance

Erica Chenoweth
In the decade leading up to the covid-19 pandemic, nonviolent civil resis-
tance grew more popular than ever—but its effectiveness had already started
to plummet. The future of nonviolent resistance may depend on movements’
ability to move beyond mass protests toward exploring alternative tactics and
developing smarter, longer-term strategies.
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How Taiwan Stands Up to China

Kharis Templeman
No country in the world is more intensely targeted by Beijing’s influence
operations than Taiwan. The lead-up to the January 2020 elections saw China
putting a full-court press on the island, but Taiwanese democracy broke it.

South Korea’s Democratic Decay
Gi-Wook Shin
Although South Korea is praised for its success at fighting covid-19, the
triumph came at a cost to rights and privacy, and is drawing attention away
from a larger drift toward illiberalism and bitterly factionalized politics.

Making Sense of Russia’s Illiberalism

Marlene Laruelle
The illiberal credo prominent in Russia’s foreign policy is more than just a
clever political ploy. Rather, this outlook reflects the traumatic experience
of the 1990s, and it is stoked by young political thinkers, the Russian Or-
thodox Church, and the Kremlin itself.

Bolivia’s Citizen Revolt

Fabrice Lehoucq
Evo Morales lost the presidency in November 2019 due not to a coup, but
to a citizen revolt. After his controversial bid for a fourth consecutive term,
the opposition mobilized against him and his regime disintegrated.

Social Media Disruption
I. Nigeria’s WhatsApp Politics

Nic Cheeseman, Jonathan Fisher, Idayar Hassan,
and Jamie Hitchen
The encrypted messaging service WhatsApp has become an increasing-
ly important tool for “fake news” in Nigeria, while weakening govern-
ment control of information and broadening opportunities for political
participation,

I1. Messaging Mistrust in Latin America
Noam Lupu, Mariana V. Ramirez Bustamante,
and Elizabeth J. Zechmeister
In Latin America, greater exposure to social media—and the digital mis-
information that comes with it—seems to be bolstering prodemocratic
attitudes even as it fuels public distrust in democratic institutions.

Review Essay
The Prince
Tarek Masoud
A review of MBS: The Rise to Power of Mohammed bin Salman, by Ben
Hubbard.
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